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8.    Full guarantee of their status to the Indian Chiefs without
any hindrance from the Central Government subject to the right of
asylum to subjects of these States who, not being offenders against
the Penal Code, may seek it in self-governing India.
9.    Repeal of all arbitrary powers.
10.    The highest post to be open to all who may be other*
wise fit.    Examination for the civil and military service to be in
India.
"II.   Recognition  of complete religious freedom to various
denominations  subject to  mutual forbearance.
12. The official language for provincial governments, legis-?
latures and courts, within a definite period, to be the vernacular of
the province; of the Privy Council, the final court of appeal, to be
Hindustani; the script to be either Devanagari or Persian. The
language of the Central Government and of the Central Legislature
to be also Hindustani. The language of international diplomacy
to be English.
I trust you will not laugh at what may appear to you to
be extravagance of thought in the foregoing sketch of some
of the requirements of swaraj as I would have it, We may
not have the power today to take or receive or do the things
I have mentioned. Have We the will? Let us at least cul-
tivate the desire. Before I leave this highly attractive, because
speculative, theme, let me assure the Committee in charge of
the drafting of a swaraj scheme, that I claim for my suggestion
no more attention than it would give to any single indivi-
dual's. I have incorporated them in my address only to
gain greater currency for them than they would perhaps otherwise
receive.
INDEPENDENCE
The above sketch presupposes the retention of the British
connection on perfectly honourable and absolutely equal terms.
But I know that there is a section among Congressmen who
want under every conceivable circumstance complete indepen-
dence of Britain. They will not have even an equal partnership*
In my opinion if the British Government mean what they say
and honestly help us to equality, it would be a greater triumph
than a complete severance of the British com&ectiQa, I would there-
fore strive for swaraj within the Empire, but would not hesi-
tate to sever all connection, if severance became a necessity
through Britain's own fault I would thus throw the burden of
Reparation on the British people. The better mind of tbe world
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